2      OTHER WORLDS THAN OURS.

which existed in those long past .ages, that the scene
now presented by the earth is no less wonderful, and
that the records of our time may perhaps seem one day
as perplexing as we now find those of the geological
eras*

Astronomy has a kindred cliarm. We cannot in-
deed examine the actual substance of living creatures
existing upon other celestial bodies; we "cannot even
picture to ourselves their appearance or qualities; and
only in a few instances can we even form any con-
ception of tlie conditions under which they live. But
we see proofs on all sides, that besides the world on
which we live, other worlds exist as well cared for and
as nobly planned. Nay, we see globes by the side of
which our earth would seem but as a tiiyr speck; we
trace these globes as they sweep with sjately motion
on their appointed courses; we watch the return of
day on the broad expanse of their surface; and we see*
systems of satellites which are suspended as lights for
their nocturnal skies. We further find that our sun jp
match5& by a thousand thousand suns amid the im-
measurable depths of space; and the mind's eye pic-
tures other worlds like those which course around the
sun, travelling in stately ofbits around his fellow
luminaries.                                               m

Long, however, before the wonders of modern astro-
nomy had been revealed to us, men of inquiring minds
seem to have been led, as by an irresistible instinct, to
examine into the^resemblance which may exist between
our world and other worlds surrounding it on every